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RECENT DISCOVERIES: —y 
FISHING IN SOUTH AMERICA — 


The discovery of a new species of fish is not, generally speaking, 
a major news item in zoology or cryptozoology. The explosion of new 
species from two recent South American expeditions, however, is another 
matter. These endeavors illustrate how much we still have to learn 
even about the inhabitants of well-traveled bodies of fresh water. 


A team led by Dr. John Lundberg of the University of Arizona 
obtained National Science Foundation funding to trawl the deeper 
channels of the Amazon River. In water 30 to 150 feet (9 to 45 meters) 
deep, the team has hauled up 240 species, many never seen before. It 
turns out that the dominant groups in these muddy, nearly opaque waters 
are catfish and electric fish. 


Some of these creatures would satisfy any cryptozoologist’s taste 
for the bizarre. There are two species of electric fish which eat 
nothing except the tails of other electric fish. There are transparent 
catfish and armor-plated catfish: and one incredibly tiny species, one- 
third of an inch (8mm) long, that has both these characteristics. There 
is an electric fish with a tongue-like projection of unknown use above 
its chin, and there are two electric fish that appear identical but are 
separate species - distinguishable only by their differing patterns of 
electrical discharge. 


SOUTH AMERICAN FISH (Continued): 


Even after this effort, not all of the Amazon system has been 
explored. One area in the Rio Negro is over 300 feet deep, beyond the 
reach of the Lundberg expedition’s nets. There is no question it holds 
new species - but what? And who will find them? 


One of the new species from the University of Arizona project. This diminutive armored 
catfish is a yet-unnamed species of the genus Rhynchodoras, Family Doradidae (the “thorny 
catfishes”). Thanks to Dr. Lundberg for permission to reprint. 


Dr. Lundberg’s team has published a detailed account of their work 
on the Internet at http://eeweb.arizona.edu/fish/calhamaz-html. 


Meanwhile, Conservation International sent its first AquaRAP 
(Aquatic Rapid Assessment Program) team to the Tahuamanu and Manuripi 
River basins in Bolivia. Over twenty scientists spent a month netting 
specimens in rivers, streams, and swamps. They produced five new 
species of fish, the most spectacular being what the CI newsletter 
describes as, “a dinosaur-like armored catfish covered in bony plates.” 


SOURCES: Yoon, Carol Kaesuk. 1997. “Amazon’s Depths Yield Strange 
New World of Unknown Fish,” New York Times, February 12 // CI News From 
the Front, Vol.2, No.2, October-November 1996 // Lundberg, John. 
Personal communication, February 1997. 


This editor will be joining Darren Naish, a British paleontologist (see 
next article), to write a book on cryptocetology. This encompasses the 
many mysteries concerning the whales and dolphins. Richard Ellis, 
author/illustrator of Monsters of the Sea and Deep Atlantic, has joined 
as illustrator. Completion will be 1998. All readers are asked to help 
out by forwarding any references, contacts, or other information on: 
cetacean origins and evolution; unconfirmed species or unexplained 
sightings; or unusuel individual cetaceans (albinos and other unusually- 
colored specimens, hybrids, or species collected far from their known 
habitat.) All contributions will be gratefully acknowledged. 


= eT mn cB Ll 
GUEST ARTICLE BY DARREN NAISH: 


ARE THERE NARWHALS IN THE SOUTHERN HEMISPHERE? 


One family of toothed whales, the Monodontidae, is represented 
today by only two known species: the Beluga (Delphinapterus leucas) 
and the Narwhal (Monodon monoceros). However, there is evidence that 
other, as-yet-unrecognized monodonts may still hide in remote parts 
of the oceans. 


Living monodonts are restricted to the Arctic, and all of the 
fossil forms presently known occur only in the northern hemisphere. 
It would thus be quite unexpected for a monodont to be reported from 
southern hemisphere waters. Yet this is exactly what has happened, 
and in two totally separate occasions. Here we consider one of these: 
the case of the Antarctic narwhals. 


Seafarers have long reported 'sea unicorns': presumably, if in 
Arctic waters, such sightings were of narwhals. If in tropical 
waters, perhaps they were of swordfishes. However, one sighting that 
occurred on an Antarctic expedition Or 18Y2-93 is harder to dismiss. 
Reported in his 1894 book of this expedition, W.G.B. Murdoch wrote 
that, on the 17th December 1892, several of his men caught sight of 
some narwhal-like whales. The one passage pertaining to this incident 
is very brief: “Just after killing the seal there was a shout amongst 
the men forward, 'A Uni! A Uni!' - the whalers' term for a Narwhale 
[sic]. Several men said they saw their horns.” (p. 209). 


This account is extremely interesting. As ‘horns' were reported, 
there must have been a few of these whales at least. And as they were 
seen in Antarctic waters, they must have been cold-adapted animals. 
So, a cold-adapted whale with a horn. What else could this be but an 
austral narwhal? Presently, there is no evidence that narwhals ever 
lived in or even near the Antarctic Ocean. May it therefore be 
possible, as Michel Raynal has suggested in correspondence with me, 
that whales in the southern hemisphere convergently evolved a 
narwhal-like form? The diving birds of the northern hemisphere, the 
auks and plotopterids, are paralleled very closely by the southern 
hemisphere penguins, while fishes in both Arctic and Antarctic seas 
have also adapted similarly to the polar conditions. No evidence for 
any such convergence indicating an austral narwhal yet exists, but it 
is indeed possible. Presently, we have but one good record. 


As I will explain at another time, it is just possible that a 
candidate southern hemisphere narwhal is already known. Furthermore, 
this Antarctic incident is not the only one that relates to a cryptic 
narwhal, nor is it the only one in which monodonts would appear to 
have turned up in the southern hemisphere. That will have to wait, 
perhaps, until next time... 


Reference: 
MURDOCH, W.G.B. 1894. From Edinburgh to the Antarctic: An Artist's 

Notes and Sketches during the Dundee Antarctic Expedition of 1892-93. 
Longmans, Green and Co. (London) 


NEWS AND COMMENT | a 


It’s becoming hard to keep up with the rapid series of primate 
discoveries coming from South America. According to Conservation 
International, another new monkey, a pygmy marmoset, has been 
discovered in Brazil. A formal announcement and scientific name ara 
pending. That makes seven new species in the last decade. (gi]) 
McLaughlin, CI: personal communication, January 22, 1997.) 


Peter Hocking of the Natural History Museum in Lima, Peru, has obtaineq 
a skull of what he believes is a new species of big cat. He took a 
photograph of the “mottled tiger” skull (which he calls Panthera sp,, 
meaning the species isn’t designated yet) sitting next to that of a 
jaguar (Panthera onca.) Exotic Zoology obtained a copy from subscriber 
Angel Morant-Fores, but has yet to hear from Mr. Hocking concerning our 
request for permission to publish the photograph. I did send copies to 
two experienced mammologists, Dr. Troy Best at Auburn University and 
Dr. Cheri Jones at the Denver Museum of Natural History. Dr. Best 
replied that the photo by itself just wasn’t sufficient evidence to 
comment on. Dr. Jones expanded slightly on that theme: “I examined the 
photograph and attempted to compare it with material here in the 
research collection. It is unfortunate that details of the dentition 
and other features are not clearly visible.” (Editor’s note: the 
photograph is taken from the front.) “At most, I am willing to concur 
that the skull on the left does appear to be that of a jaguar and that 
the skull on the right seems to be of a larger felid.” Comment: In 
addition to appearing larger, the “tiger” skull has very impressive 
canine teeth and a different ratio of width to height than the jaguar 
skull. Actual dimensions cannot be deciphered from the photograph, but 
the width-to-height ratio of the jaguar skull is 1.59, while it’s 1.37 
for the tiger skull. (Whether this falls into the range of possible 
variations in the skulls of jaguars is a question I’m not qualified to 
answer.) We hope to have more news on this subject in the future. 
Thanks to Dr. Best and especially to Dr. Jones for their comments, and 
to Angel Morant-Fores for the copy of the photograph. 


A new turtle from Queensland, Australia, astonished herpetologists 
who thought its kind went extinct over 20,000 years ago. The zoological 
world’s newest “living fossil,” the Gulf snapping turtle, was 
rediscovered in 1996 when someone brought a turtle shell to 
herpetologist Scott Thompson and asked him to identify it. Thompson 
compared it to a fossil known from the same locale and found they had 
the same unique configuration of plates on the lower shell, or plastron. 
The shell of the rediscovered turtle is about 13 inches long. The 
fossil was three inches longer but otherwise identical. Thompson had an 
interesting comment on the possibilities of further discoveries 1 
northern Queensland. “It’s in the middle of bloody nowhere and so we 
humans ignore it. Lots and lots of new species are going to come out, 
not just turtles." (“Shell Game,” Discover, Janua 1997.) 


NEWS AND COMMENT (Continued): 


A unique subspecies of lion, long thought extinct may have 
been xediscovered. A London-based group called Animal Defenders 
recently rescued six starving lions from a decrepit circus in 
Mozambique. One of them, called Akef, was a large animal with an 
extensive black mane. Akef May be a Barbary lion (Panthera leo leo), a 
subspecies thought to be extinct by 1920. While scientists at Pretoria 


ee pore Sint are studying the lion’s blood to confirm its 
iden , tt etenders are attempting to i i : 
that May exist in captivity. P g identify other Barbary lions 


There is hope this magnificent subspecies 
can be resurrected. (Harrison, David. “Lion rescued from circus may be 


‘extinct’ species,” Columbus Dispatch, January 5, 1997. Thanks to Ray 
Nelke for this clipping and several others quoted in this issue.) 


From the U.S. state of Rhode Island comes a case of a vanishing carcass. 
A 14-foot skeleton of cartilage was snagged by fishermen’s nets in 
June 1996 off Block Island. While arguments raged over whether the 
“Block Ness monster” was a decayed basking shark or a mysterious sea 
serpent, the remains were stolen by persons unknown. Biologist Lee 
Scott, who had the remains before they were stolen from his house, 
thought the snout was disproportionately long for a basking shark, 
possibly indicating that a new species was involved. Since the remains 
are still missing, we may never know. (Kerlin, Janet. “Sea-monster 
mystery captivates R. I. Town,” Seattle Times, September 22, 1996..) 


William Corliss of The Sourcebook Project reports that Dr. Bernard 
Heuvelmans’ On the Track of Unknown Animals is not selling well 
enough, so the publisher may drop plans to bring out his entire series 
of cryptozoological works in new English editions. This would be a 
great disappointment to cryptozoological researchers. 


A “lake monster” in New Guinea has turned out to have a mundane 
explanation. Japanese cameramen in 1994 had filmed what looked like a 
long animal with a two humps in Lake Dakataua. A second expedition saw 
something similar and was able to film the object at closer range. 
According to Dr. Roy Mackal, it now looks like the object was not a 
single animal. It appears to be a group of two or three saltwater 
crocodiles (Crocodylus porosus) engaged in mating. Why the animals use 
the fishless lake as a breeding site is unknown, but there’s still a 
small gain for science: no one had ever observed the mating habits of 
this species before. (OMNI, March 1997 (http: //www.omnimagq. 
com/antimatter) and Patrick Huyghe. ) 


A newly discovered species of shrimp, Synalpheus regalis, has 
caught the attention of science because of its communal behavior. The 
half-inch-long animals live in colonies of up to 300 individuals located 
inside sea-sponges in the Caribbean. The colonies are eusocial: that 
is, like the social insects, they have an ongoing society in which 
overlapping generations cooperate in raising the young, defending the 
colony, and so forth, and there is a single breeding queen. The shrimp 
are the first known marine eusocial species. (“Social shrimps,” 


Discover, September 1996, p-24-) 


CRYPTOZOOLOGICALEXCURSION: = ssi 
THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY _ 


All natural history museums are of some Te et Of 
special note, however, is the Los Angeles County erin Be bia ba 
History, in Exposition Park, Los Angeles. ceibaer ely rece stop 
there, as I recently did, will be rewarded with displays o very 
rare cryptozoological specimens. 


The Museum has the only Megamouth shark (Megachasma pelagios) on view in 
North America. This specimen is the second of its species ever caught, 
preceded only by the history-making capture of the first example in 
1976. The Museum's megamouth is over fourteen feet long. Its natural 
bluish-gray has faded to a brown and tan pattern in the preservative, 
and it no longer looks as massive as it did in life. ‘Still, it’s a very 
impressive fish. It remains amazing that something this large had lived 
totally outside human knowledge until just twenty years ago. 


The megamouth shark, Megachasma pelagios. Photographs by Matt Bille. 


The Museum also has on display what may be the largest oarfish 
(Regalecus glesne) in any collection. This extremely rare and strange 
creature, still little-known, is undoubtedly responsible for some 
sightings of sea serpents. The fish on view is about five meters long. 
It was originally larger, but about one meter of the tail is broken off. 
The entire fish has faded to a ghostly white, and now resembles a five- 
meter-long codfish fillet. A plaque over the display states that the 
oarfish may grow as long as 22 meters. No source for this length is 
given. I thought it must be based on a sighting report, as no oarfish 
specimens longer than 8 meters have been collected. Jeffrey A. Seigel, 
the Museum’s Vertebrate Collection Manager, checked on this and reported 
that he couldn‘t find any reference to support a 22-meter oarfish. 
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RETURN TO: Exotic Zoology, 3405 Windjammer Dr., Colorado Springs, CO 
80920, U.S.A. 


‘PERIODICALS. 


‘The ISC Newsletter, Vol. 11, No. 3. This is the second issue of 
‘the revived publication. It concerns mostly news of the last 
‘Membership Meeting (1992) and other Isc doings, but includes an 
‘article on the rediscovery of gorillas in Nigeria and one on 
research underway in Vietnam 4nto alleged unknown primates. 


sue of Discover had two interesting articles in: 


‘The January 1997 is i rm 
laddition «© the finding of the Gulf snapping turtle (above). | "A 


iMarmoset With Appendages” describes the new primate Callithrix 
‘satere?. “where the Running Rodents Play” aia "et ise Zh 
cloudrunner (Crateromys heaneyi), another new ma escri i 

:1996, 


Try to Separate Strange: 


bates ; p ist 
‘Horvitz, Leslie. -Cryptozoologists 27, p44. 


Fact From Science Fiction,” aan ganuary. 
‘Sympathetic and gene y_ well-written 


| EDITOR'S PAGE ] 


PURPOSE: Cryptozoology is the zoological subspecialty of finding new 
or supposedly extinct species. The term has been misapplied by some 
to sensationalized “monsters” and even “ghost” animals. Exotic 
Zoology is intended to help restore the word’s proper usage: the 
name of a science devoted to collecting and studying evidence. 


IN CLOSING: Serious researchers should join the revived International 
Society of Cryptozoology (P.O. Box 43070, Tucson, AZ 85733). The ISCc 
has resumed publication of its Newsletter. ‘ 

EZ is published 6 times a year by Matthew A. Bille, Editor, and 
Deborah A. Bille, J.D., Business Manager. Our address is 3405 
Windjammer Dr., Colorado Springs, co, 80920, USA. Email: 
MattWriter@AOL.com. Subscriptions are $18 a year for U.S. addresses, 
$20 for all other countries. Students and educators receive a 
discount rate: $15 in the U.S., $18 in other countries. Prices 
include First Class mail or airmail. Back issues are available. 
Copyright 1996. Permission is granted to duplicate any text for 
educational use: please write for permission concerning illustrations. 


BUSINESS MANAGER’S NICHE: We would like to thank those who have 
renewed their subscriptions and welcome our new subscribers. 

If you have concerns with delivery, payment, etc., Email me directly 
at JDTOUGH@AOL.com. Please let us know of any change of address as 
soon as possible. Finally, the $1 reduction on your renewal rate for 
each new subscriber you refer is still in effect. 


Now in Print: 


RUMORS OF EXISTENCE 


by Matthew A. Bille 


“BR lovely little book, jam-packed with fascinating material.” 
- Richard Ellis, author, Monsters of the Sea 


Rumors covers new, rediscovered, and unconfirmed animals. 
Published by Hancock House, it lists at $12.95. The ISBN is 
0-88839-335-0. You can order at any bookstore or direct from 
the publisher at 1(800)938-1114. You can also order an 
autographed copy from the author. Send $15 (for U.S. 
addresses) or $17 (other countries) to the EZ address above. 


